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And just as | believe that Chairman Arafat
is going to do his best to try to diminish ter-
ror, | believe that the Prime Minister will
do everything he can to fulfill both the letter
and the spirit of the agreement. And that is
one of the things that the United States has
been able to do with the leadership of the
Secretary of State and Mr. Ross. And our
whole team is to try to work with the parties
to make sure that their relationship ripens.

And | will say this: I would urge you to
go back and carefully review the text of the
statements made not only yesterday at the
ceremony but last night at the reception by
both Prime Minister Rabin and Chairman
Arafat. They said some remarkable things,
some things that they certainly didn’'t say
here 2 years ago, which, to me, showed that
they are kind of opening up to one another
and that the level of trust is growing.

Now, we all know that none of us have
total control over people who are, in theory,
within our dominion. Here in the United
States we have crimes committed every day
that the President cannot stop. But | think
they are proceeding in good faith, and | think
that the people in the Middle East will have
a high level of confidence in the way the Is-
raelis proceed now.

NoTe: The exchange began at 11:20 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.
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Discussions With King Hussein of
Jordan
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1996 Election

Q. Mr. President, I don’t know if you've
heard that Governor Pete Wilson is going to
drop out of the Presidential race this after-
noon.

The President. No. Are you sure? [Laugh-
ter] Well, I—that’s a very personal decision.
It's a difficult road, and | respect the judg-
ment that he would make, or anybody would
make under these circumstances, since I've
been through it. 1 hope we will continue to
be able to work together on some of our com-
mon problems. | said in Los Angeles when
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I was there a couple of days ago that the
Governor’s office worked very closely with
us when we were trying to solve the problems
of the medical center for Los Angeles Coun-
ty, and there’s a lot of important work to do
and he still has a very important job.

Q. Does this help your prospects in Cali-
fornia?

The President. | don’t know.

NoTEe: The exchange began at 11:45 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to Governor Pete Wilson
of California. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this exchange.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Meeting With Congressional Leaders
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Bosnia

The President. Is everyone in? Ladies and
gentlemen, we are about to begin a meeting
between the congressional leadership and
the administration to discuss our progress in
Bosnia and where we're going from here. But
before we do, let me begin by saying a thank
you to the leadership of Congress for their
successful effort to avoid any kind of inter-
ruption in our Government operations as we
work toward a balanced budget over the next
several weeks.

This is the kind of cooperation that makes
it possible for our country not only to work
but to be great. And | hope that we will have
more of it. It is also the kind of cooperation,
frankly, that was really being celebrated yes-
terday when we marked another important
milestone on the road to peace in the Middle
East.

American leadership has worked for peace
in the Middle East through Democratic and
Republican administrations for a very long
time now, step by step, with discipline and
determination over years. And yesterday, we
celebrated the product of that kind of effort.

Let me also say that | believe we must
continue to work together in Bosnia, and |
very much appreciate the expressions of sup-
port that have come from leaders in both par-
ties for the efforts that we have been making
in recent weeks.



